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Moreton Bay ïWhere are we at ?
ÅFormed 6,000 yrs bp during last sealevel rise. 

ÅIndigenous ñfire stick farmingò (clearing land for 
hunting) increased sediment and nutrient loading 
c. 2000 yrs bp (increased productivity).

Å1824 European settlement urbanized catchments.

Å1895 First signs of environmental problems in bay 
(mudworm disease in oyster fishery).

Å1960ôs QX disease in oysters (water quality).
Å1996 first Lyngbya bloom (acid sulphate soils).

Å2000ôs first major fish kills and dead zones.
Å2019-22: major fish kills and algal blooms.
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Shellfish in Moreton Bay - History

ÅThousands of years of sustainable use by 
coastal indigenous groups ïincluding culture 
of Sydney rock oysters (Saccostrea 
glomerata) in Moreton Bay. 
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Shellfish in Moreton Bay - History
ÅMidden sites 

throughout Moreton 
Bay.

ÅAfter European 
settlement in 1824, 
shell from middens 
and intertidal S. 
glomerata used to 
make road base or 
burnt for lime to 
make mortar for 
buildings in early 
Brisbane.

SE QLD
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Shellfish in Moreton Bay - History

ÅCommissariat Store, 
Built 1828-29
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Shellfish in Moreton Bay - History
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Shellfish in Moreton Bay - History

ÅBy 1880s Moreton 
Bay oyster industry 
was expanding and 
intensifying by 
enhancing banks 
and dredge 
sections.

ÅSpat was bought 
down from central 
QLD (e.g. Great 
Sandy Straits).
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ÅFirst problems with dredge sections occurred 
after multiple floods during La-Nina period of 
1887-1893.  Mudworm outbreaks signal change.

Shellfish in Moreton Bay - History
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Shellfish in Moreton Bay - History

Marine Parade, Southport, 1908
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Shellfish in Moreton Bay - History

Southport Broadwater, 1910
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Shellfish in Moreton Bay - History

Southport Broadwater, 1920


