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MOFEOMMBay I \Where are weai?»
RO ME6,000 yrs !Elgurlng Ias{-seaéﬁl-%b'

* [naigean enou__nflre_stlck
nunrlng) ncreased'sediment'and nutrient™
pading c . 2000 yrs bp (mcreased productivity).

1. 24 E {',_opean settlement urbanized catchments

11895 F First signs of environmental problems in
M (mudworm disease in oyster fishery).
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"960 QX di sease i n o0y
A1996 first Lyngbya bloom (acid sulphate solls).
- A2:000 06 f1rrst major fi1 sfF

A2019-22: major fish kills and algal blooms.
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SHE| ISR oretoirBay- Historys

ENIIOUSENdS of\years of sustainables  —
coaste r‘|nd|genous’§‘ﬁ)up5| including culture
PIESYERNEVLoeeoySieiS (Saccostieaglomerata). .
i) Moz ston Bay.

* Ajiter “‘uropean settlement in 1824, shell from
mLLF 1S and intertidal S. g/lomerata used to
meke  road base or burnt for lime to make

= ortar for pulldings In early Brisbane.

e

~A By 1880s Moreton Bay oyster industry was

~ expanding and intensifying by enhancing
banks and dredge sections with spat from
central QLD (e.g. Great Sandy Straits).
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FIStOFRCERextentiniMoreton Bay

Pumicestone Passage
33

32
31

SE QLD

Coomera

Coombabah Lake

I Biogenic shellfish reef habitat
O  Aboriginal midden sites

1  Dredge section numbers
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DECIHEOT OySEFINAUSH

Pc IK'0f production of MoretoniBay oysfe? |
Shery. was in 189 21 OOO sacks apPProx

39u ‘l’s fls
» 2CEl f dredge section licensing occurred

[AFLO A (64), then rapid decline with last
- Of fforfelted In 1947 ((Maroochy River).

Foductlon of bank oysters declined to <
10% of peak by 1981.

ASubtldaI shellfish reefs now functionally

extinct in SE QLD.
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EEsSSESiUdPPumieestone Passage
——

1assively

FiISterically, Sydne;b‘ieck oysters
glotidant infPumicestonePassage.
Nine = Akaregingivvocd far (i eDiSte 0
EACE =S ettty eris < ciens -t dulgtidaim |
\/\'L@LF r* 2fs down to 4+ meters-and intettidal

faeis O yards long.

S BUt oday subtidal oyster reefs are extinct and

——

:z.;..c punRd 96% of oyster zonation has been lost.

= lnvestlgatlons suggest underlying cause Is due to
" recruitment failure from poor water quality and
-~ habitat change. Mud and dirty water = increased
QX disease. Disease is the symptom, NOT the

cause of decline.
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